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MS Region Unemployment 
rate, %

FR Réunion 29
ES Canarias 29
ES Andalucía 28
ES Ciudad Autónoma de Ceuta 24
FR Guadeloupe 24
ES Ciudad Autónoma de Melilla 24
ES Región de Murcia 23
ES Comunidad Valenciana 23
ES Extremadura 23
FR Martinique 21

This table shows the ten regions with the highest rate of 
unemployment in 2010

Convergence Transition RCE EU
Unemployment rate, 2010 11.9 14.8 7.9 9.7
Change in unemployment 
rate, 2007 - 2010 in pp 2.8 6.4 1.8 2.5

8. Unemployment rate, 2010 
This indicator measures the number of people aged 15-74 who are without work but
looking for work and available for work, divided by the number of people aged 15-74 and
active in the labour market, i.e. those employed and unemployed.  
 
Why does this matter? 
 
High unemployment is a threat to social cohesion leading to poverty and social exclusion
and it is one of the most important incentives for people to leave their regions. 
 
Convergence 
regions are 
faced with 
high 
unemployment rates due to low levels of economic activity and skills mismatch due to
restructuring and the reduction of employment in agriculture. The Transition regions
have an even higher unemployment rate. They were hit particularly hard by the crisis
with an increase in unemployment of 6 percentage points between 2007 and 2010.
Competitiveness regions have a slightly lower unemployment rate, but they were still
confronted with an increase of almost 2 percentage points between 2007 and 2010. 
 
How do the EU regions score? 

Regional disparities among the EU-
27 regions remain high. One region 
in three has an unemployment rate 
above 10%.  
 
The highest rates are registered in 
the French overseas departments, 
which face specific challenges, and 
many Spanish regions. Most of the 
26 regions with unemployment rates 
over 15% can be found in these two, 
as well as in Slovakia and in the Baltic States. In contrast, 34 regions mainly located in
Austria, Germany, northern Italy and the Netherlands have rates below 5%.  

 
The ten top movers between 2007 and
2010 are, with the exception of Corse,
German Landers, where labour mobility
(from East to West Germany) can
explain part of this performance.
Unemployment rates dropped also in
some regions of France, Poland, Austria
and UK. On the other side, several
regions in Spain, Ireland, Baltic States
and Greece witnessed a substantial
increase in the unemployment rates.  

In most cases, reductions in
unemployment rates are correlated
with increased levels of GDP per capita

and lower levels of poverty. Conversely, regions growing unemployment tend to have
lower levels of economic growth and higher levels of poverty. 

MS Region
Change in 

unemployment 
rate, in pp

FR Thüringen -5.1
ES Corse -5.0
ES Mecklenburg-Vorpommern -5.0
ES Leipzig -4.8
FR Sachsen-Anhalt -4.3
ES Brandenburg - Nordost -3.9
ES Brandenburg - Südwest -3.9
ES Bremen -3.8
ES Berlin -3.1
FR Dresden -2.9

This table shows the regions in which unemployment rate 
decreased the fastest between 2007 and 2010 in 

percentage points
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10. GDP/head 2008 

Gross Domestic Product per head in Purchasing Power Standards 
 
Why does this matter? 

Gross domestic product (GDP) is the total value of all goods and services produced
within a region in a given period of time. GDP/head is the level of output per inhabitant
which is an indication of the average level of economic wealth generated per person. In
order to compare regions, it is computed in Purchasing Power Standards (PPS) which
eliminates differences in 
purchasing power due to 
different price levels between 
regions.  

In general, the level of GDP per 
head is closely related to global 
economic performance, in 
particular to production, factor 
productivity and employment. 
Change in time is also used as 
an indicator of the pace of 
economic development.  

How do the EU regions 
score? 

The geographical distribution of GDP/head underlines large development gaps between
EU regions and particularly between the Western and the Central and Eastern Member
States. Eight of the top ten regions are located in the West. They are also often capital
city regions. At the other end of the spectrum, several regions in Bulgaria and Romania
have levels of GDP/head below 30% of the EU-27 average. The lowest level is 27% in
Severozapaden, Bulgaria.  

Regions where GDP per head has increased often host the national capital or a large city.
Strong growth is also frequently observed in regions with a low level of GDP/head, like

for instance Vest, Romania
whose GDP/head is only 51% of
the EU average but whose index
has grown by almost 24
percentage points between 2000
and 2008. On the other hand,
growth has often been modest in
regions with high levels of GDP
per head, particularly in
Northern Italy or in some capital
city regions like Wien or Région
de Bruxelles-Capitale. In the
latter, GDP/head index
decreased from 256 in 2000 to
216 in 2008. 

This shows that poor regions are
catching up with the rest of the EU and is consistent with the fact that convergence
among EU regions in terms of GDP/head has increased. Between 2000 and 2008, the
coefficient of variation, which is a statistical measure of regional disparities, indeed
decreased by 10%.  

MS Top Ten regions GDP per head in PPS 
EU-27=100

UK Inner London * 343
LU Luxembourg (Grand-Duché) * 280
BE Région de Bruxelles-Capitale * 216
NL Groningen ** 198
DE Hamburg 188
CZ Praha 172
FR Île de France 168
SE Stockholm 167
SK Bratislavský kraj 167
AT Wien 163

This table shows the ten regions with the highest GDP per head in 
PPS in 2008

* Overstated due to commuter flows.
** Overstated due to GVA from off-shore gas production

MS Top Ten Movers
Difference in EU-27 
GDP per head index 

points
SK Bratislavský kraj 58
RO Bucureşti - Ilfov 57
NL Groningen ** 48
CZ Praha 36
BG Yugozapaden 35
LU Luxembourg (Grand-Duché) * 35
UK Inner London * 31
RO Vest 24
EE Eesti 23
HU Közép-Magyarország 22

This table shows the ten regions with the biggest increase in GDP 
per head in PPS between 2000 and 2008, in difference in index 

points

* Overstated due to commuter flows.
** Overstated due to GVA from off-shore gas production
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