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As concerns the Rules of Procedure for the Conference of State Parties to the Arms Trade
Treaty (ATT) to be adopted at the Conference’s first session on 24-27 August in Mexico,
Member States that are State Party to the ATT acting jointly in the interest of the Union will
ensure that these Rules of Procedure do not contain any provisions that may prevent Member
States from applying existing and future EU legislation in the area of EU exclusive
competence.

In particular, Member States that are State Party to the Arms Trade Treaty shall ensure
appropriate participation of the EU at the Conference of State Parties to the ATT and any
other body set up in the ATT framework. The Rules of Procedure shall ensure time-limits
which allow appropriate consultation among EU Member States and the Union Institutions of
drafts of any acts having legal effects prior to their adoption by the Conference of State
Parties.

As the ATT is an agreement and adopted under the auspices of the UN the Union's
participation in the Conference of the State Parties to the ATT and any other body set up
under the ATT framework should be consistent with the extended observer status granted to
the EU as concerns participation in UN bodies established by the UN General Assembly by
Resolution A/65/276 adopted on 3 May 2011.
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