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ANNEX I - KEY ISSUES AND EVENTS UNTIL END OF 2016

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PARTNERSHIP FRAMEWORK
EU Cooperation among Member States and with third countries
-	Continued engagement with high level visits to all five priority countries, with an increased engagement with Nigeria, Senegal and Ethiopia.  
-	Deployment of the European Migration Liaison Officers.
-	Member States to welcome identification missions.
-	Strengthened EU agencies' involvement on the ground (European Border and Coast Guard and EUROPOL).
Priority Countries – actions
- 	Niger: Fully operational capacity for the field office in Agadez. Support to the implementation of the Action Plan against smuggling in the Agadez region. Focus of EU support on the dedicated agency to combat human trafficking. Delivery of training and equipment.	
-	Nigeria: Make progress on the EU Readmission Agreement negotiations with a view to a swift conclusion. Identification missions.
-	Senegal: Conclusion of the working arrangements with European Border and Coast Guard.  Identification missions. Cooperation on travel documents.
-	Mali: Finalisation of agreement on Standard Operating Procedures. Identification missions.  
-	Ethiopia: Finalisation of the procedure for the pending cases. Setting in place an agreed procedure for agreeing and implementing returns.
-	Jordan/Lebanon: Endorsement of the Compacts by the Association Councils. Start of the negotiation on the EU-Jordan Readmission and Visa Facilitation Agreements. Conclusion of the negotiation on the EU-Lebanon Mobility Partnership.
-	24 projects funded by the EU Trust Fund for Africa, representing over EUR 425 million, will be launched in the five priority countries.
Reporting
-	The Commission's Second Report on implementation before the December European Council.
 
VALLETTA ACTION PLAN 
-	Launching of initiatives and projects to implement the 16 priority actions and significant progress to be made on the 89 other actions of the Valletta Action Plan.
-	All relevant Member States to report on their contribution to the Valletta Action Plan for the Senior Officials Meeting of February 2017 (in October 2016) to allow for a mapping of all actions of the VJAP including multilateral and bilateral actions as well as those taken at a national level by African partners.
-	Harness opportunities offered for legal migration channels, ERASMUS opportunities and others policies and tools.

EXTERNAL INVESTMENT PLAN 
-	The European Parliament and the Council are invited to adopt the legislative proposals by March 2017.

EU TRUST FUND FOR AFRICA
-	The EU Trust Fund for Africa has signed contracts in support of the actions foreseen in the Valletta Action Plan for almost EUR 400 million. By the end of 2016, more than 90% of the funds made available so far will have been contracted. 
-	Increase the funding to the EU Trust Fund for Africa by a further EUR 0.5 billion from the European Development Fund reserve to finance actions of these migration partnerships.
-	Identification and development of projects to address key challenges in the priority countries.
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