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Executive summary 
 

About the Environmental Implementation Review 

In May 2016, the Commission launched the 
Environmental Implementation Review (EIR), a two-year 
cycle of analysis, dialogue and collaboration to improve 
the implementation of existing EU environmental policy 
and legislation1. As a first step, the Commission drafted 
28 reports describing the main challenges and 
opportunities on environmental implementation for each 
Member State. These reports are meant to stimulate a 
positive debate both on shared environmental challenges 
for the EU, as well as on the most effective ways to 
address the key implementation gaps. The reports rely on 
the detailed sectoral implementation reports collected or 
issued by the Commission under specific environmental 
legislation as well as the 2015 State of the Environment 
Report and other reports by the European Environment 
Agency. These reports will not replace the specific 
instruments to ensure compliance with the EU legal 
obligations.  

The reports will broadly follow the outline of the 7th 
Environmental Action Programme2 and refer to the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable development and related 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)3 to the extent to 
which they reflect the existing obligations and policy 
objectives of EU environmental law4.  

The main challenges have been selected by taking into 
account factors such as the importance or the gravity of 
the environmental implementation issue in the light of 
the impact on the quality of life of the citizens, the 
distance to target, and financial implications. 

The reports accompany the Communication "The EU 
Environmental Implementation Review 2016: Common 
challenges and how to combine efforts to deliver better 
results", which identifies challenges that are common to 
several Member States, provides preliminary conclusions 
on possible root causes of implementation gaps and 
proposes joint actions to deliver better results. It also 
groups in its Annex the actions proposed in each country 
report to improve implementation at national level. 

General profile 

Although Hungary is making efforts to preserve its rich 
natural heritage and improve its environmental 
performance, environmental implementation still 

                                                            
1
 Communication "Delivering the benefits of EU environmental policies 

through a regular Environmental Implementation Review" 
(COM/2016/ 316 final). 

2
 Decision No. 1386/2013/EU of 20 November 2013 on a General Union 

Environmental Action Programme to 2020 "Living well, within the 
limits of our planet". 

3
 United Nations, 2015. The Sustainable Development Goals  

4
 This EIR report does not cover climate change, chemicals and energy. 

represents a challenge.  

Main Challenges 

The three main challenges with regard to 
implementation of EU environmental policy and law in 
Hungary are: 

× Accelerating the progress made over the past decade 
to meet the EU waste targets, also by revising the 
tariff policy for waste management.  

× Complying with EU air quality limit values, in 
particular for dust particles.  

× Completing the Natura 2000 network with site-
specific conservation measures and ensuring 
adequate resources for them combined with 
floodplain conservation and restoration including the 
flood risk management (minimalize the flood risk) 

Main Opportunities 

Hungary could perform better on topics where there is 
already a good knowledge base and good practices. This 
applies in particular to: 

× Using the financial opportunities made available by 
the EU (the EU structural and investment funds ς 
ESIF, EFSI as well as EIB loans) in the sectors covered 
by the EIR. 

× Using the upcoming review of the National Waste 
Management Plan to make a better use of economic 
instruments to prevent waste generation, improve 
separate collection and recycling, and reduce 
landfilling. 

× Stepping up the implementation of the national 
Cross-sectoral Action Programme for the reduction 
of small particulate matter (PM10)

5.  

Points of Excellence 

Where Hungary is a leader on environmental 
implementation, innovative approaches could be shared 
more widely with other countries. A good example is: 

× The recently established unified National Research, 
Development and Innovation Fund, provided that it 
allocates state support for research, development 
and innovation in environmental fields. 

                                                            
5
 This Programme was approved by Government Decree No 1330/2011 

of 12 October 2011. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2016%3A316%3AFIN
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/action-programme/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/action-programme/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sdgoverview/post-2015-development-agenda.html
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