	Program Element
	Directions of Support
	Potential impacts
	Accordance with environmental and socio-environmental

policies, strategies and  international conventions 
	

	Aims
	
	
	
	

	Priority 1

Economic and social development

Cross-border networks and business relations

Communication and joint educational planning between business and education

SME's and authorities have better knowledge about doing cross-border business

SME's increase their innovative competence

Labour force can easily move across the borders
	SME and business development, incl. labour market

Trade and investment promotion

Sustainable transport, logistics and communications

Education and research

Ensuring the quality of services 

Innovation and technology

Enhancing the usage of renewable energy sources

Energy co-operation

Strengthening of regional identity

Exchange of best practices
	Limited local impacts 

Possibly strong international impact, implementation determines its direction 

Impacts on air quality, climate change and environmental accidents 

Increase of environmental knowledge level 

Quality contains environmental lables and/or values 

Possibly strong international impact 

Positive global impacts, negative local impacts may occur 

Possibly strong international impact, regional impacts as well, impacts on climate change 

Respect for identity raises value of environment and culture 

Best practices take into account environmental values  
	The Lisbon strategy promotes knowledge-based sustainable 

economy with respect to the environment. The program 

aims at analogous targets.  

The aims are in accordance with the EU’s sustainable 

development strategy. However, the decision making and 

control must include social and ecological evaluation.

The aims support the environmental targets of the Northern 

Dimension policy.

The decision making and control must be sharpened to 

correspond better to the 6th EU Environment Action Programme.

Actions to be financed should be sound as regards:

· Cutting greenhouse gas emissions

· Protecting biodiversity and ecological functions

· Improving  understanding of ecological impacts

· Promoting recycling and a decrease of waste

The Nordic Strategy for Sustainable Development highlights 

the sustainable principle as a mainstreaming policy. The program 

highlights sustainability. However, ecological and social

sustainability must be estimated more precisely in the evaluation

and management of projects.
	

	Priority 2

Common challenges

Authorities have common plans / agreements for multilateral cooperation in common challenges

Public awareness of the common challenges increases

Activities in environment and nature protection have been implemented

Environmental knowledge increases
Border-crossing authorities are cooperating to harmonize and simplify the procedures

Raising the awareness of the national level authorities about problematic issues


	Health and social welfare

Security

Accidents and environmental risks

Environment and nature protection

Joint management and common challenges

Border crossing efficiency

Exchange of best practices

Education and research
	Welfare is likely to increase environmental protection as well 

Security and efficiency at the borders has environmental effect on increasing control of illegal international trade in  wild animals and plants and hazardous substances 

Environment and nature protection co-operation is in accordance with most treaties, policies and strategies 


	Convention on Biological Diversity requires each state to 

conserve biological diversity by developing identification of

values, establishing guidelines and protection areas. It high-

lights the impact assessment of different activities. SEA and EIA

are noted in the program and its implementation.

The Habitats directive (Article 6) states that any action may not

deteriorate the conservation values of Natura 2000 areas and

actions cannot be accepted when impact estimation has not

been carried out. If necessary, the detailed impact assessments should

be accomplished before funding decisions are made. 


	

	Priority 3

People to people co-operation and identity building

Common cultural/sports events and meeting places gather people from the programme area

Common information is published in the public media

Co-operation and communication increases

Promotion of cultural diversity

Co-operation between cultural institutions
	Enhancement of cultural co-operation

Development of traditional handicrafts
Information exchange

Social and cultural integration

Educational co-operation

Co-operation between institutions

Integration of vulnerable people

Joint education and research activities
Exchange of best practices


	Broad involvement of local people in the implementation of program-wide dissemination in all stages increases sustainability.

Sound knowledge and impact assessments of projects increase chances for success from the environmental and social points of view. 


	The Aarhus Convention and the Espoo Convention guarantee public 

rights to participate in environmental decision making at its 

different levels (e.g. plans, programs and action plans).  

The program implements actions that are in line with this.

The ILO convention and International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights deem that the traditional livelihood of indigenous 

people shall enjoy protection of their culture. Indigenous people 

are taken into account in the preparation of the program. However, the 

authorities have to take into consideration all commercial activities

taking place in the area and assess whether cumulative activities

constitute a danger to the traditional livelihoods. This must be 

considered when financing decisions are made.
	


Table 1. The Kolarctic ENPI program’s objectives, aims and directions of support reflect environmental and socio-environmental

policies, strategies and international conventions and predictable environmental and social impacts.

