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CARE OF THE PRESIDENT

OF THE 41ST NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MRS TSETSKA TSACHEVA

TO THE CHAIRPERSON

OF THE LEGAL AFFAIRS

COMMITTEE

MRS ISKRA FIDOSOVA

N O M I N A T I O N

SUBJECT: Nominating a candidate for member of the Supreme Judicial Council of the quota of the National Assembly

ESTEEMED MADAM PRESIDENT,

In pursuance of Article 19 (3) of the Judicial System Act and Item 1 of Section I of the Resolution on the Adoption of Rules of Procedure for Nominating Candidates, Making Documents Publicly Available, Hearing Candidates for Member of the Supreme Judicial Council and Making Arrangements for the Election of Members of the Supreme Judicial Council of the Quota of the National Assembly, adopted by the National Assembly on 11 July 2012, I hereby nominate Sonia Nikolova Naidenova for election as member of the Supreme Judicial Council of the quota of the National Assembly.

Attachment: Reasons to the nomination; declaration of the candidate’s prior written consent; detailed curriculum vitae; declaration related to the requirements for eligibility under Item 10 of Article 18 (1) of the Judicial System Act; photocopy of a diploma certifying graduation in Law from a higher educational establishment; documents certifying the required length of service – 3 certificates; conviction status certificate and certificate issued by the National Investigation Service on pre-trial proceedings instituted against the candidate.

Nominator:

Krasimir Velchev  (signed illegibly)
Dimitar Glavchev  (signed illegibly)
Tsveta Karayancheva  (signed illegibly)
Plamen Nunev  (signed illegibly)
Dimitar Lazarov (signed illegibly)
Rumen Ivanov  (signed illegibly)
Dobroslav Dimitrov  (signed illegibly)
Krasimir Tsipov  (signed illegibly)

                                                         R E A S O N S
Mrs Sonia Naidenova is [sanitised]  years old. She is a Summa Cum Laude graduate in Law from the Faculty of Law of the St Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia in 1993. Between 24 January 1994 and 24 July 1994 she was a trainee judge at the Sofia District Court. As from 1 August 1994, after competition, she began her professional career as a junior judge at the Sofia City Court. As from 19 January 1995 she was judge at the Sofia Regional Court. Between 17 October 2007 and 10 May 2010, she was seconded to execute the office of judge at the Sofia City Court, and as from 10 May 2010 she was appointed judge at the Sofia City Court, a position which she occupies to date. She has practised law for a period of time longer than the one required under Article 17 (1) of the Judicial System Act.

Mrs Sonia Naidenova’s career progress is a prerequisite for a thorough familiarity with the realities in the judicial system, as well as with the problems in its development which have remained unaddressed over the years. The experience which the nominated candidate has amassed at the courts with the heaviest caseloads in this country has consolidated her personal skills and professional accomplishments to cope with the large volume of work and to overcome successfully various problems. At the same time, this experience has given her a clear motivation to upgrade the prestige of Bulgarian magistrates. Mrs Sonia Naidenova is an exponent of the needs and expectations of rank-and-file magistrates in an active age of an adequate solution of the pressing issues that are crucial for the normal functioning of the judicial system, such as upgrading professional qualification, magistrates’ performance appraisal and career advancement, management of the various components of the judiciary, caseload, ensuring normal and healthy working conditions to magistrates, so that they would find their work gratifying and members of the public, too, would have their sense of justice gratified. These are also the immediate problems that the next Supreme Judicial Council must address.

Mrs Sonia Naidenova enjoys an excellent reputation in the professional community, has made a name for herself as a magistrate of integrity, treating the parties to the procedure with respect, responsive and tolerant to her colleagues, and keen on enhancing her legal expertise. Her long service and work together with various people have helped her develop a judgmental approach to the personal, moral and professional qualities required from magistrates, the awareness of the responsibilities vested in them by the law, and the public expectations of the results of the administration of justice, with strict observance of the rules of morality, professional ethics and of the law.
I believe that these accomplishments of the nominated candidate Sonia Naidenova, as well as her reputation and vibrancy, will contribute to the formation of a composition of the Supreme Judicial Council that will restore the confidence in it of both magistrates and the public and will live up to the expectations from Bulgaria of our partners in the European Union.

Nominator:
Krasimir Velchev  (signed illegibly)
Dimitar Glavchev  (signed illegibly)
Tsveta Karayancheva  (signed illegibly)
Plamen Nunev  (signed illegibly)
Dimitar Lazarov (signed illegibly)
Rumen Ivanov  (signed illegibly)
Dobroslav Dimitrov  (signed illegibly)
Krasimir Tsipov  (signed illegibly)

CURRICULUM VITAE
	Personal information
	

	Name
	Sonia Nikolova Naidenova

	Address
	[sanitised]

	Telephone
	[sanitised]

	Fax
	

	E-mail
	[sanitised]

	Nationality
	[sanitised]

	Marital status
	married, with two children

	Date of birth
	[sanitised]

	
	

	Work experience
	

	10 May 2010 – present
	Judge at Sofia City Court, appellate court judge rank

	19 January 1996 – 10 May 2010
	Judge at Sofia Regional Court. During the same period, seconded to position of judge at Sofia City Court, 17 October 2007 – 10 May 2010

	1 August 1994 – 18 January 1996
	Junior judge at Sofia City Court (after competition)

	24 January 1994 – 24 July 1994
	Trainee judge at Sofia District Court

	1 September 1988 – 1 September 1989
	Teacher of English, Kiril i Metodii Comprehensive Secondary Vocational School, Asenovgrad

	
	

	Education and training
	

	1989 – 1993
	Higher education: St Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia, Faculty of Law, principal subject: Law, graduated with aggregate grade: excellent (5.76), state final certification examination grade: 6.00

	1983 – 1988
	Secondary education: Georgi Kirkov Western-Languages Comprehensive Secondary Vocational School (English Language School), City of Plovdiv, graduated with grade excellent 6.00

	
	

	Personal skills and competences
	

	mother tongue
	Bulgarian

	Other languages
	English: excellent (reading, writing, verbal skills)

	
	Russian: good (reading, writing, verbal skills)

	
	

	Organisational skills and competences
	Continued teamwork, mutual assistance with colleagues, work under mental and physical pressure requiring quick and correct decisions

	
	Participation in subsidiary appraisal boards

	
	Administration of justice in civil, labour and commercial matters

	
	Additional qualifications and specialisations: “The Role of the Administration of Civil Justice in the New Public Procurement System in the Republic of Bulgaria”, organised by the National Institute of Justice; Open Government Initiative Project – USAID; “Topical issues of labour law in the European Union, Germany and Bulgaria”, organised by the Supreme Judicial Council and the German Foundation for International Legal Cooperation; “Information and Consultation of Factory and Office Workers”, organised by the Supreme Judicial Council and the TAIEX Office of the European Commission; Compulsory training course within the meaning given by Article 261 (1) of the Judicial System Act, held at the National Institute of Justice.

	Technical skills and competences
	Working with: MS Windows, Excel, Internet


Signature: (signed illegibly)
                    Sonia Naidenova

