NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Incoming Reference No. 254-00-1619
Date: 24 July 2012, 4:48 p.m.

TO THE ATTENTION OF:

Mrs. ISKRA FIDOSOVA,

Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee

for Legal Affairs

c/o Mrs. TSETSKA TSACHEVA

Speaker of the 41st National Assembly

P R O P O S A L

Re.: Nomination of a member of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly quota 

Madame Chair,

On the authority of Art. 19 par. 3 of the Judicial System Act and Section I, item 1 of the Decision on the Adoption of Rules of Procedure regarding the nomination of candidates, publication of documents, hearings of candidates for membership of the Supreme Judicial Council and the preparation of the election of members of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly quota, as adopted by the National Assembly on July 11th, 2012, I hereby propose that Magdalena Atanasova Lazarova-Prodanova be elected member of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly Quota.

Enclosures: Written Justification of the proposal; statement of advance consent in writing by the candidate; detailed resume; statement regarding the eligibility requirements as per Art. 18 par. 1, item 10, of the Judicial System Act; photocopy of the Degree of Higher Education (Law); a memo attesting that the candidate has the length of service required; a certificate of clean police record and a certificate from the National Investigation Service as to whether the candidate is subject to pre-trial proceedings.

Submitted by [handwritten names and signatures]:

1. Lyutvi Mestan

2. Hristo Biserov

3. Tchetin Kazak

4. Mithat Metin

JUSTIFICATION

The election of members of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly quota is taking place against the backdrop of intense criticism of the inefficiency and ineffectiveness of the systems of law enforcement and jurisprudence in Bulgaria, both in the EC Report and, before that, on the part of broad circles of Bulgarian society.

The need for a proper response to such criticisms increases the responsibility of the legislature, resp. the parliamentary factions, for a more thorough selection of candidates who, in addition to purely professional criteria, must meet the highest European standards of integrity.

As in many other cases, here, too, the Parliamentary Faction of the Movement for Rights and freedoms exercises its right to nominate candidates for membership of the Supreme Judicial Council guided by its firm political responsibility and a functional understanding of the difference between inter-institutional continuum between the judicial system and the legislature, and the line that must never be crossed, the line beyond which no political influence over the judicial authority must ever be allowed.

Guided by the above considerations of principle, we nominate a person of proven track record in the judicial system, a person capable of contributing to the governance and management of the judicial system towards strengthening its authority in the spirit of the objective recommendations contained in the last EC Report.

As evidenced by the documents enclosed herewith, Mrs. Magdalena Atanasova Lazarova-Prodanova satisfies the legal eligibility requirements to be a member of the Supreme Judicial Council. She has also explicitly stated her consent to be nominated for membership of the SJC from the National Assembly quota.

Mrs. Magdalena Atanasova Lazarova-Prodanova is a magistrate with over 15 years of total work experience in the field of the law: from paralegal with the District Court in Blagoevgrad, through junior prosecutor and subsequently prosecutor with the Regional Prosecution Office, Blagoevgrad, all the way to her present status as deputy Appellate Prosecutor of Sofia. She also has experience working as a Senior Legal Adviser with the Territorial Revenue Office in Blagoevgrad. To her higher education – a Master’s degree in Law, she has added a number of qualification and training courses in the area of counteracting corruption and organized crime, money laundering, etc. Mrs. Prodanova has participated in a number of training seminars in Bulgaria and overseas, in some as a lecturer. She has also been part of core expert groups and participated as a permanent expert in twinning projects. She has completed a magisterial program in ‘International Relations – the EC Law’ at the St. Clement Ohridsky University of Sofia. She has headed a working group at the level of the Appellate Prosecution Office under the SJC Project ‘Rules of Reporting the Caseload of Judicial Authorities and the Individual Caseload of Prosecutors’. Promoted, by force of Protocol No. 36/06.10.2010, to the rank of Prosecutor with the Supreme Prosecution Office of Cassation and the Supreme Administrative Prosecution Office. In her last performance assessment she scored as ‘Very good’.

Submitted by [handwritten names and signatures]:

1. Lyutvi Mestan

2. Hristo Biserov

3. Tchetin Kazak

4. Mithat Metin

	Europass

Curriculum Vitae
	

	
	

	Personal information
	

	First name(s) / Surname(s) 
	MAGDALENA ATANASOVA LAZAROVA-PRODANOVA 

	Address(es)
	[sanitised]

	Telephone(s)
	[sanitised]
	
	

	Fax(es)
	

	E-mail
	

	
	

	Nationality
	[sanitised]

	
	

	Date and place of birth
	[sanitised]

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Work experience
	

	
	

	In judicial authorities
	01.11.1996-01.11.1997: Paralegal with the District Court of Blagoevgrad;

18.05.1998-14.05.2000: Junior Prosecutor with the Regional Prosecution Office of Blagoevgrad;

15.05.2000-10.06.2003: Prosecutor with the Regional Prosecution Office of Blagoevgrad;

11.06.2003-03.01.2011: Prosecutor with the District Prosecution Office of Blagoevgrad (on secondment to the Appellate Prosecution Office in Sofia from 03.01.2007 through 03.01.2011);

03.01.2011-present: Deputy Appellate Prosecutor of Sofia.

 

	Outside the judicial system
	30.03.1998-18.05.1998: Senior Legal Adviser with the Territorial Revenue Office in Blagoevgrad

	
	

	Education and training
	

	
	

	
	Higher education: Master’s degree in Law from the Neofit Rilski South-Western University in Blagoevgrad, Diploma No. 0019659/July 1996; Certificate of Legal Competence No. 182/11.11.1997

Master’s degree in International Relations-European Community Law from the St. Kliment Ohridsky University of Sofia, Diploma No. 200941/12.11.2010.

	

	
	

	Position currently held
	DEPUTY APPELLATE PROSECUTOR WITH THE APPELLATE PROSECUTION OFFICE, SOFIA

	
	

	Additional information
	Married, with one child.

	
	

	Annexes
	- Diploma No. 0019659/July 1996, from the Neofit Rilski South-Western University in Blagoevgrad; 

- Certificate of Legal Competence No. 182/11.11.1997;

- Diploma No. 200941/12.11.2010, from the St. Kliment Ohridsky University of Sofia;

- Letter of thanks, Ref. No. 7517/21.12.2009 from the Deputy Prosecutor General with the supreme Prosecution Office of Cassation;

- Formal opinion issued by the Manager of the Twinning Light Project between the Prosecution of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Justice of Italy BG/07/IB/JH/02/UE/TWL;

- Formal opinion issued by the Permanent Twinning Advisor of the Twinning Light Project between the Supreme Judicial Council and the General Council of Judicial Authorities of the Kingdom of Spain, in cooperation with the German Foundation for International Legal Cooperation.


July 23rd, 2012








Signature: [illegible]
