NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Incoming Reference No. 254-00-1617
Date: 24 July 2012, 4:06 p.m.

TO THE ATTENTION OF:
Mrs. ISKRA FIDOSOVA,
Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee
for Legal Affairs
c/o Mrs. TSETSKA TSACHEVA
Speaker of the 41st National Assembly
P R O P O S A L
Re.: Nomination of a member of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly quota 
Madame Chair,
On the authority of Art. 19 par. 3 of the Judicial System Act and Section I, item 1 of the Decision on the Adoption of Rules of Procedure regarding the nomination of candidates, publication of documents, hearings of candidates for membership of the Supreme Judicial Council and the preparation of the election of members of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly quota, as adopted by the National Assembly on July 11th, 2012, we hereby propose that Todor Dimitrov Merdjanov be elected member of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly Quota.
Enclosures: Written Justification of the proposal; statement of advance consent in writing by the candidate; detailed resume; statement regarding the eligibility requirements as per Art. 18 par. 1, item 10, of the Judicial System Act; photocopy of the Degree of Higher Education (Law); staffing memo; a certificate of clean police record and a certificate from the National Investigation Service as to whether the candidate is subject to pre-trial proceedings.
Submitted by [handwritten names and signatures]:
Darin Matov
Todor Velikov
Dimitar Chukarsky
Ognyan Peichev
Valentin Nikolov
Kalina Krumova
Ognyan Tetimov
Dimitar Karbov
WRITTEN JUSTIFICATION
in support of the nomination of Mr. Todor Dimitrov Merdjanov 
as an elected member of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly quota
Mr. Merdjanov has been working as a prosecutor with the Bulgarian judicial system for 23 years. 
He started his career in 1989 as regional prosecutor in the town of Panagyurishte. 
In 2006 he joined the District Prosecution Office in Blagoevgrad as a prosecutor, and remained in that position until 2008, when he was appointed prosecutor with the Appellate Prosecution Office in Sofia. 
Following a competitive procedure in 2008, he was appointed prosecutor with the Supreme Administrative Prosecution Office.
As a prosecutor, in addition to criminal cases he also handled administrative cases, therefore I believe that with his long-standing professional experience and expertise he will contribute to the performance of the Supreme Judicial Council in line with the European requirements regarding the reform of the judicial system.
In terms of personal qualities, Mr. Merdjanov is an efficient performer, independent and autonomous in his decision making. He is resistant to outside influence when this may lead to a conflict of interests and breaking the law.
I know him as an even-handed magistrate whose judicial acts are entirely based on his personal convictions and the spirit and letter of the law.
In his professional conduct, Mr. Merdjanov was fully adhered to the provisions of the Code of Ethics of Magistrates. He enjoys a good standing among his colleagues, as a result of his high professional and moral standards.
He is a member of the Association of Prosecutors in Bulgaria.
He has participated in seminars organized by the International Legal Cooperation Department of the Office of the Attorney General of the US Department of Justice and the USAID, where he has sought to improve his qualifications in law.
There is no evidence that Mr. Merdjanov has, through his action or inaction, ever damaged the good standing of the judicial system.
He is currently pursuing a doctorate at the Neofit Rislki South-Western University in Blagoevgrad.
I believe that with his long-standing experience and good legal qualifications, Mr. Merdjanov will contribute to the performance of the Supreme Judicial Council, in accordance with public expectations and the guidelines contained in the EC Report about the judicial system reform in Bulgaria. 










Submitted by:
CURRICULUM VITAE
Todor Dimitrov Merdjanov
I was born on ........ in the town of ................ My father ............ worked as a driver with the state Road Transport Company in the town of Peshtera and at Dospat Coalmine. My mother ............... worked as a cook. Both are now deceased.
In .............. I married .............. Said person works as a computer operator with the Regional Prosecution Office in the city of Sofia. I have two children. My elder son is a student at the Neofit Rilski South-Western University in Blagoevgrad. My younger son has a degree in Law from the Neofit Rilski South-Western University in Blagoevgrad, and is currently residing, as holder of a Green Card, in Boston, the US. Both are married.
I completed my primary education in the town of Batak and in the village of Barutin, Dospat municipality. Between 1974 and 1978 I studies at the Technical College of Forestry in the town of Batak, in the subject of Forestry Mechanization. Subsequently I graduated from the Law School of the University of Sofia.
Before graduating in Law, between 1978 and 1989 I worked at the Orfey (Orpheus) State Timber Processing Plant in Batak, at the Bulgarian National Bank – Batak Branch, at the Orbita International Youth Center and the Batak Municipal Council.
In 1989 I graduated with a degree in Law from the St. Kliment Ohridsky University of Sofia. In 1990 I worked as a paralegal with the District Court in Pazardjik. 
1989-1990: Regional Prosecutor with the Regional Prosecution Office, Panagyurishte
1990-2001: Regional Prosecutor with the Regional Prosecution Office, Velingrad
2001-2006: Prosecutor with the District Prosecution Office, Blagoevgrad
2008-present: Prosecutor with the Supreme Administrative Prosecution Office, Sofia
I have a total work experience of 33 years and 7 months; my combined length of service with the judicial system is 23 years 5 months and 23 days.
23.07.2012
                                        Todor Merdjanov (signed illegibly)
