TO THE LEGAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE  
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
OPINION 
in support of the candidatures of 
SVETLA PETKOVA and VLADISLAV SLAVOV 
for elected members of the SUPREME JUDICIAL COUNCIL 

from the quota of the National Assembly 
Ladies and Gentlemen Esteemed Members of Parliament, 
On the grounds of Section II, item 5 of the Rules of Procedure for nominations, public disclosure of documents, hearing of candidates for SJC members and preparation for election of members of the Supreme Judicial Council from the quota of the National Assembly, we hereby express our support for the candidatures of Mrs. Svetla Petkova and Mr. Vladislav Slavov. We do so motivated by our belief that they are not only eligible for selection due to their professional and moral integrity, but are also able to make valuable contribution to the work of the Supreme Judicial Council with their extensive professional and administrative experience and proven knowledge of the problems of judicial system, vision and determination to overcome them. Their presented concepts for directions and priorities in the work of the SJC testify to their merits and capabilities. 
Their efforts and achievements in the establishment of the Supreme Administrative Court as a modern court providing adequate working conditions for the judges and for exercising the rights of the parties are widely known and respected by the professional community, so are their efforts for the development of the draft Administrative Procedure Code and issuance of the Administrative Justice Magazine. 

They both are very capable and proactive personalities with an active position, as seen from their work in legal NGOs and/or in cooperation with such. We believe that the qualification of the two judges in the area of international instruments for protection of human rights ratified by Bulgaria and forming part of its domestic law will be very valuable for the future SJC. We have no doubts about the judges’ contribution for the establishment of the Bulgarian court practice in accordance with these instruments and in particular, with the European Convention on Human Rights and decisions of the European Court of Human Rights. 
Due to the fact that court decisions ruled by panels in which judge Svetla Petkova took part and on cases reported by her, are important court decisions directly applying the European Convention on Human Rights, and also due to her qualifications in the related areas and her flawless professional and personal reputation, we have invited her many times for close cooperation with activities and projects implemented by our organization, which for nearly 20 years now is working for the establishment in the Bulgarian legislation and judicial practice of the international standards in the area of human rights. Mrs. Petkova made valuable contribution as a member of the editorial board of the Human Rights magazine issued by our organization, in which we published her articles too. In the course of our direct and joint work we had the opportunity to personally experience and admire her professional and personal qualities, energy and dedication. 

We have all grounds to believe that the visions for the need of cooperation with legal NGOs expressed in both candidates’ concepts for directions and priorities in the work of the SJC is based on the true belief in its usefulness based on experience. Our vision is that such cooperation would have an enormous contribution towards finding a solution by the SJC to the remaining grave problems of the judicial system. 
Sofia, 3 September 2012 






Diliana Giteva, Attorney-at-law 

Chairperson of the Executive Bureau of Bulgarian Lawyers for Human Rights Foundation 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Certificate in accordance with the Law on Legal Entities with Non-Profit Purposes for registration with the Central Register of LENPP as a non-profit public benefit organization. 
Decision of SCC No. 13 under company case No. 11788/1995. 

