OPINION
OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD OF THE 

ASSOCIATION OF PROSECUTORS IN BULGARIA 

REGARDING: NOMINATION OF THE PROSECUTOR OF THE SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE VALENTINA GEORGIEVA DRAGANOVA AS A MEMBER ELECT OF THE SUPREME JUDICIAL COUNCIL 

Valentina Draganova is nominated as a member elect of the Supreme Judicial Council from the National Assembly quota. Their arguments in support thereof and their opinion is that Mrs. Draganova has worked in the judiciary as a prosecutor for many years and has all required qualities, both personal and professional, to be a member of the SJC. 
The professional service of Prosecutor Draganova is entirely within the judicial system, and she knows its mechanisms extremely well. In 1984 she was appointed as a Junior Prosecutor with the Regional Prosecutor’s Office in Lovech, and in 1987 she became a Deputy Regional Prosecutor with the Regional Prosecutor’s Office in Sofia. In the period 1991 – 2006 she was a prosecutor with Sofia City Prosecutor’s Office. From 2006 to date she has been a prosecutor with the Supreme Administrative Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Bulgaria. 
Mrs. Draganova, with her 28 years prosecutorial experience, is fully accomplished professional with extensive and profound theoretical and hands-on experience in the field of criminal and administrative law. This will allow her to solve all problems that may arise with regard to the relations with various public bodies and institutions, if elected as SJC member. 

In all their assessments to date the professional ethics committees have identified her as a person with flawless ethics, analytical mind and high level of competence, which also matches the opinion of the professional community of judges, prosecutors, investigators and lawyers. 

She always defends her position when she is certain to defend the public interest and at the same time, she is tolerant and ready to hear all arguments in the dispute. 
We believe that prosecutor Valentina Draganova is a magistrate who in her long time career and service has stood out for her high ethical and professional standards and will stand for the independence and integrity of the judiciary. She is eligible for the post of an elected member of the Supreme Judicial Council within the meaning of the Judiciary Act. At the same time, the impediments set forth in Article 18 of the Judiciary Act do not exist for her or her election as a member of the SJC. Mrs. Draganova has the required qualifications, experience, professional skills, training and motivation for the post. 

All the above gives us grounds to support the candidature of prosecutor Valentina Draganova as elected member of the SJC. While making this we strongly believe that if elected as SJC member, Mrs. Draganova, through her performance, will raise the prestige of the prosecutor’s guild while asserting the independence of judiciary, rule of law and respect of legal order in any aspect of her work and the work of the SJC itself. 

We urge the Members of Parliament, after reading the concept of prosecutor Valentina Draganova, to support her candidature to work as a member of the Supreme Judicial Council. 

MANAGEMENT BOARD OF THE 

ASSOCIATION OF PROSECUTORS IN BULGARIA 

