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OPINION 
about Magdalena Atanasova Lazarova – Prodanova 
candidate for elected member of the Supreme Judicial Council 

from the National Assembly quota 

Magdalena Lazarova-Prodanova is a legal professional with 15 years of experience as a prosecutor. She was a prosecutor in the regional and district prosecutor’s office in Blagoevgrad, and since 2006 she is working in the Appellate Prosecutor’s Office in Sofia. Currently Mrs. Lazarova is a Deputy Appellate Prosecutor in the Appellate Prosecutor’s Office – Sofia. 
We know the work of Prosecutor Magdalena Lazarova-Prodanova during the recent years very well, since we’ve started organizing civil monitoring within the courts in Bulgaria. Mrs. Lazarova shared valuable ideas on the selection of topics for monitoring and development of models of cooperation. 
We were very impressed of the concept of Mrs. Magdalena Lazarova-Prodanova, presented to the Legal Affairs Committee with the National Assembly. The document addresses the major challenges that the new SJC will have to face.  
We will pay special attention to three topics which are of professional interest to the Center for NGOs in Razgrad. The ethical behavior and disciplinary liability have been very important in the recent years. Mrs. Lazarova proposes the SJC to have an active policy when applying the Code of Ethics of Bulgarian Magistrates by also strengthening the role of Professional Ethics Commissions in different judicial institutions.  
According to prosecutor Magdalena Lazarova, the efforts of the SJC have to be focused in five key areas so as to strengthen the image of judiciary. 
Of particular interest is the idea of civil monitoring of the prosecution. Three key areas for monitoring are indentified, namely: compliance with the principle of random distribution of cases and files; the workload of prosecutors/investigators; compliance with the Code of Ethics of Bulgarian Magistrates and the Law on Prevention and Establishment of Conflict of Interests.  
According to prosecutor Magdalena Lazarova the results of the civil monitoring of the prosecution „would be very useful for the successful reform in the structure and organization of the Prosecutor’s Office.” 
There are interesting proposals on the topic of prevention and counteraction of corruption in the judiciary. We find that the ideas about establishment of a research and analytical center and systematic collection and analysis of information about corrupt practices should be supported. Special attention should be paid to the training and improvement of qualifications of investigative bodies, and improvement of the role of the Inspectorate to the SJC. 
Mrs. Magdalena Lazarova has an extensive experience in the management of judicial reform support projects. We were very impressed of the professionalism of Mrs.  Prodanova as an expert in the Project for Enhancing the Public Governance in the Judiciary and Judicial Administration implemented between the Supreme Judicial Council of the Republic of Bulgaria and the General Council of Judiciary of the Kingdom of Spain in 2009-2010. 
The advantages of Mrs. Lazarova are the extensive legal training, flawless professional reputation, strong motivation for reform, and experience in three hierarchal levels in the prosecutor’s office. 
We support the nomination of Mrs. Magdalena Lazarova-Prodanova as member of the SJC from the National Assembly quota and we believe that she has the required high moral and professional integrity for the post! 
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The Center for NGOs in Razgrad has been developing and implementing pilot programs supporting the judicial reform since 2004. To date it has implemented seven projects for civil court monitoring and support of the judiciary in Bulgaria. Currently it is implementing the Justice at People’s Reach Project: Phase II, supported by America for Bulgaria Foundation. The main goal is to improve the accountability, transparency and integrity of judiciary in Bulgaria through a mechanism for successful civil monitoring of courts at national level. In  2007 the Center for NGOs in Razgrad has established the National NGO Network for Civil Monitoring of Courts in Bulgaria, which includes over 50 non-governmental organizations: www.watch.ngo-rz.org
[image: image1.emf]
With the support of America for Bulgaria Foundation 

America for Bulgaria Foundation supports the development and growth of a vibrant private sector in 

favor of free and democratic Bulgaria. Founded in 2008 ABF is the successor of the Bulgarian American Enterprise Fund established by the U.S. Government through the U. S. Agency for International 

Development. The grants of the America for Bulgaria Foundation continue the relationship of goodwill 

and friendship between the people of USA and Bulgaria. 
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