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JUSTICE AT PEOPLE’S REACH Project: Phase II 
Ref. № Ц-88/03.09.2012г.

TO

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 

LEGAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE  

SOFIA 

OPINION 

about Mr. Dimitar Kostadinov Uzunov 
candidate for elected member of the Supreme Judicial Council 

from the National Assembly quota
Mr. Dimitar Kostadinov Uzunov is a legal professional with 15 years of experience in the judiciary. Mr. Uzunov is Chairman of the Regional Court – Sandanski since 2001. Eleven years are sufficient for a professional to demonstrate his leadership skills, high responsibility, decisiveness and major legal potential.  
We learned about the work of the court in Sandanski and its chairman in the summer of 2011 when we were studying the potential courts to be included in our new project for civil monitoring of courts. A team of the Center for NGOs in Razgrad made a personal visit to the District Court – Sandanski and met with the Chairman Dimitar Uzunov. 
We learned more about Mr. Uzunov’s personal qualities in January 2012 when he took part in the training for court presidents, court officers and team coordinators under the Justice at People’s Reach Project: Part II, funded by the America for Bulgaria Foundation. 

During the visit to the District Court - Sandanski we were impressed of the renovated building with high energy efficiency, various informational materials to assist the citizens, electronic monitors with information on scheduled court hearings in front of both court rooms.  
Very impressive is the use of modern technologies in the judicial work and court proceedings. Seven years ago the District Court - Sandanski has introduced a software for random electronic distribution of cases, which is strong corruption curbing factor. 
In March 2012 two POS terminals for cashless payment of court fees were installed in the court, which greatly facilitates the citizens and saves redundant bank charges. This innovation outpaced the other judicial institutions and the SJC in the decision making on how to relieve the citizens from the payment of redundant fees. 
Court rooms are equipped with monitors on which the citizens and lawyers can trace, in real time, the drafting of records from court hearings. Very few courts in Bulgaria have introduced this technology for convenience citizens. 
District Court - Sandanski, as part of Blagoevgrad judicial region, provides the lawyers with remote access to the record keeping system of the court for examination of documents and making copies. This innovation made in late 2011 saves time and money to citizens and their representatives. 
We are impressed of the Concept of Mr. Dimitar Uzunov presented to the Legal Affairs Committee with the National Assembly. This well structured and reasoned document of 45 pages makes an in-depth analysis of all issues of the judicial system. Various public positions of non-governmental organizations and decisions of the SJC are discussed. Special attention is paid to the Report of the European Commission on the Partnership Mechanism in the area of Justice and Home Affairs. Judge Dimitar Uzunov proposed his ideas on each important topic which shows a very good knowledge of the processes in the judiciary. 
On behalf of the Center for NGOs in Razgrad we support the nomination of Mr. Dimitar Kostadinov Uzunov as a member of SJC from the National Assembly quota and we believe that he has the required high ethical and professional integrity! 
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The Center for NGOs in Razgrad has been developing and implementing pilot programs supporting the judicial reform since 2004. To date it has implemented seven projects for civil court monitoring and support of the judiciary in Bulgaria. Currently it is implementing the Justice at People’s Reach Project: Phase II, supported by America for Bulgaria Foundation. The main goal is to improve the accountability, transparency and integrity of judiciary in Bulgaria through a mechanism for successful civil monitoring of courts at national level. In  2007 the Center for NGOs in Razgrad has established the National NGO Network for Civil Monitoring of Courts in Bulgaria, which includes over 50 non-governmental organizations: www.watch.ngo-rz.org
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With the support of America for Bulgaria Foundation 

America for Bulgaria Foundation supports the development and growth of a vibrant private sector in 

favor of free and democratic Bulgaria. Founded in 2008 ABF is the successor of the Bulgarian American Enterprise Fund established by the U.S. Government through the U. S. Agency for International 

Development. The grants of the America for Bulgaria Foundation continue the relationship of goodwill 

and friendship between the people of USA and Bulgaria. 
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